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IN THE SOCIAL CALENDAR, A RED-LETTER DAY 


Here it is again, but in a different lo- 
cale this time-—-the Sierra Club Annual 
Dinner and Dance, on May 7, in the Floren- 
tine Room of the Hotel Claremont in 
Berkeley. Last year many of you missed 
out because of the new spring date,, but 
this year wetre right in line with the 
new tradition, and have a beautiful set- 
ting to boote 

Come and join your Sierra Club friends 
in reminiscences of outings past, and 
plans for better outings to come, There 
will be a reception from six to seven, 
when old acquaintances can be renewed, 

At seven, dinner-—-after which our honored 
guest, Colonel Walter Wood, President of 
the American Alpine Club, will show 
movies taken in Alaska of the Seward Ice 
Field Expedition, 

Then to conclude an excellent evening, 
you will have your choice--dancing 'til 
one with music by the same fine orchestra 
as last year—-er if you don't care to 
dance, there will be movies and displays 
ef our own club activities, For all this, 
the cest will be only $4.00 per person, 
Watch for pestcard announcement. 


so— 
Alpiners -— Rock Climbers 
Backpackers — Horsebackers 
Campers -— Folk Dancers 
Skiers == Mountain~e-ers 
Come One —- Come All 
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AN EVENING IN KINGS CANYON 


The first of the Educational Committee's 
two April programs will provide an 
evening of enjoyment for those who have 
long been familiar with the Kings Canyon 
area as well as those who have never been 
there. Mr. Howard R. Stagner, Park 
Naturalist at Sequoia-—Kings Canyon Na- 
tional Parks, will give a lecture and 
show Kodachrome slides on this top favor- 
ite among Sierra Club vacation spots. 
We think of it as the real High Country. 
Start in saying the names that ring like 
music in the ears of veteran mountaineers 
and Hish Trippers—Paradise Valley, 
Devils Crags, The Palisades, Rae Lakes, 
Tunemah, Tehipite—-we could go on and 
one Just as we could go on and on 
through Kings Canyon National Park and 
never tire of its beauty. 

So come out on April 12 and explore 
the region under a capable leader at 
Everett Junior High School, 16th and 
Church Streets, San Francisco, The pro- 
gram will begin at 8;00 Fi. 


FARQUHAR TO ADDRESS HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


A special invitation has been extended 
to the members of the Sierra Club by the 
California Historical Society to a talk 
by their vice-president, who is also our 
president, Fraricis Farquhar, His talk 

on "The Literature of the Yosemite, the 
Big Trees and the Sierra" should be of 
great interest to both organizations, The 
talk will take place immediately follow- 
ing the monthly luncheon on Thurgday 
April 14, at 12 noon in the Comstock Room 
of the Palace Hotel, The price of the 
luncheon is $2.00, payable at the door, 
and reservations are to be made at the 
office of the Society by mail or tele- 
phone up to and including April 12, 


SIERRA CLUB YODELER . 
A semi-monthly publication of the San 
Francisco Bay Chapter. Address all com- 


YODELEARS HEAR-= 
--of the marriage of Jean Cook Anderson 


and Dr. Carl P. Jensen (former Bay Chap- 


munications to: Yodeleditor, Sierra 
Club, 1050 Mills Tower, San Francisco h. 


ter member in Glendale on April 2. 
3 


--that Director Phil Bernays has made a 
splendid recovery from an automobile ac-- 


Subscription: $1.00 per year (20 issues) : . : 
cident and a very serious eye operation. 


Yodeler Staff 
Vivian Schagen, Editor 

Elsa Bailey Harriet T. Parsons 
James Carleton Jean Puffer 

Cicely Christy Bob Russell 
 Carolyn..Crowley John P. Schagen 

Richard *. Dilley Margaret Shaub 
Polly Dyer Pearl Sigrand 


--that Frances Bramhall is back at her 
Fairfax home, and Will be glad to see 
Sierra Club friends whose Sunday hikes 
wind up in that neighborhood, 


--of the marriage of Rosemary Minaker 
and Max L. Foos. 


--that Caroline and Ray Montrose are 
just about ready to Start a long tour 
Next Deadline: of South America=-by air, 
Monday, April 18, 199, 6 PM 
-~that Ruth Poulsen is now Mrs. Charles 
. ry Olson . ‘ 
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: --of minor skiing casualties: Melza 
Ballentijn's knee; and Jim Carleton's 
Shoulder. (However, lielza was able to 
manage the very successful April Fool's 
party, and Jim is taking off on the 
College of thé Pacific Death Valley trip.) 


IN THE EDITOR'S TAIL 
Yodeleditor: 

Don't put away those skis! Skiing 
isn't over yet. The past week end saw 
some of the finest skiing of the year at 
Echo Lake. Because of its higher eleva- --that Barbara Stoffer (doctor on the 
tion (7500 feet), cooler temperature,.and first half of the 1948 Base Camp) .and 
northern exposure, the area can rightfully [Tdward S. Stephenson were married at 
boast of very ample snow depth and excel- Carmel on March 19. 
lent skiing conditions throughout the 
spring months. 

The exploring of new country on the 
side, climbing high peaks, lunch and sun- 
bathing with a superb view, the long 
dashing run dovm smooth unmarked slopes-- 
these provide a never-forgotten thrill. 
It's real skiing. 

You don't have to be an expert up here; 
trips are planned for all classes of ski- 
ers. For the beginner there is a ski 
tour across the ice and around both Echo 
Lakes with level going all the way. As 
a challenge to experienced skiers, lit. 

Ralston, Talking Lountain, Pyramid, 
Price, Tallac, Echo Peak and others pro- 
vide a variety of sweeping fast runs. 

The wonderful winter scenery with views 
of blue Tahoe and countless frozen lakes, 
of the Crystal, iit. Rose, and Carson 
ranges, and of valleys in between, is a 
rich added reward for those who explore 
on, skis. 

I hope some Sierrans will plan a ski 
touring trip to #cho Chalet--the spring 
snow is just getting good, and they'd 
really enjoy it. 


‘--that Sierra Club natural scientists 
were well represented at the Youth Talent 
Exhibit presented by the San Francisco 
Chronicle last week. A group of student 
liembers of the California Academy of 
Sciences worked on a soil erosion study 
of Lone liountain, under the direction of 
Joanne Taylor and Lois Fink, Caroline 
Naus and Joan Altieri participated in 
this project. lickey Neyman won a first 
prize for an exhibit of tide pulls, and 
Galen Kent Howard entered large-scale 
Inodels of the mosquito, the common fly 
and the damsel fly. We hear that the 
soil erosion exhibit will be showm at 

an Educational Committee program soon-- 
a fine opportunity to see what our 
younger members can do, 
Yodeleditor: 

Is Emile Lacrampe's article about the 
ski tour a serial? And will we find out 
in the next issue who the missing member 
is, and whether he is alive or not? 
Twenty-three started out, and twenty-two 
arrived, due to an "oversight". You 
shouldn't leave us sitting on the edge 
of our chairst ~-Hilary Crawford 

(etre still wondering, tooj--Ed.) 


~-Jorgy 
(Haven Jorgensen) 
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The Flowers that Bloom in the Spring 


On April 10 the NSS will join forces 
with thé Local walks for the Annual Wild~ 
flower Walk, The rolling ridge of the 
Tiburon Peninsula will again be our host, 

Tiburon is the relatively low and short 
peninsula that extends southeast from the 
Marin mainland to Angel and Belvedere 
Islands. To the east and west of it tle 
bay is shallow and sheltered; but at the 
tip, deep Raccoon Strait lies between 
Tiburon and Angel Island, Above the 
town of Tiburon, the ridge is grassy and 
open, The ridge is cepped, near the end, 
with serpentine, a soft, green sedimen- 
tary rock, This rock makes a special 
soil, in which are found many plants © 
that grow nowhere elses 

There is little surface water, as the 
hiker soon discovers on a warm spring 
day, but the soil holds enough to sup- 
port one of the Bay Area's most bril- 
liant spring flower displays, and many 
small mammals and reptiles. Tiburon 
is one of the nicest places to be — 
on a bright Spring day, so be sure to 
take this trip. 


Calendar - 


April 10—-Tiburon Wildflowers. We hope 
everyone will enjoy the beauty of the 
flowers--and leave them for others to 
enjoy after us. See Schedule for details. 
April 15—Professor F. S. Baker will be 
the guest speaker at our next evening 
meeting in the series "Natural Science 
and Conservation," Everyone welcome in 
Mills Assembly Room at 7:30 PM, 
April 2l--Jack London Ranch in Sonoma 
Valley will be the destination of our 
chartered bus trip. Send reservations 
by April 20 to Fay Chalmers, 1301 Bonita, 
Berkeley. Cost is $1.75, no cancellations 
after April 20. Leave San Francisco 8:30 
AM, picking up Oakland and Berkeley pas- 
sengers at respective depots. 
May 15——Institute of Forest Genetics has 
agreed to show us through their Placer= 
ville station. This will be a chartered 
bus trip, so save the date and fare, 
Details later. 
May 20—Evening Meeting. Details later, 
(See page 2-~Yodelears Hear--for an 
item on activities of some of the younger 
natural scientists.) 
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‘MEADOWLARKS AND WRENS 
Join the songbirds and get in practice 
for summer campfires, 

April 22—at the home of Margaret Mil- 
wain, 731 Alma Avenue, Oakland, ‘Take 
No, 57 bus on MacArthur and get off at 
Alma, or drive out MacArthur to Alma, 
Song leader, Dave Stearns. 

May 13--at the home of Caroline Naus, 


nie 


5 Comnonwealth, San Francisco, 


~ BURNED-OVER WATERSHEDS 


On the rocky fire-denuded watersheds of 
the mountains of Southern California 
where a protective covering is an imme- 
diate need to prevent erosion and floods, 
mustard is generally used for quickly re- 
storing these areas. Sown in the ashes 
of the fires, as soon as possible after 
cooling, under favorable conditions 
mustard plants come up within three or 
four “days. The ashes anchor the seed 
against the wind, and once up, the mus= 
tard holds the soil against the rains 
until nature has time to bring back the 
slower=growing grasses and brush, Final- 
ly the latter not only takes over the 
soil-holding job but in three or four 
years crowds out the mustard, 

The first mustard sowing was by hand, 
It was uniform but too slew and costly. 
Then airplanes were used, It was fast, 
but the distribution was poor, the 
planes could not get close enough, and 
the project was hazardous for the opera- 
tors. Now the useful little helicopter 
is doing the job as it is easy to 
maneuver, and the result is thorough and 
uniform, Foresters are looking. forward 
to the helicopter as a very valuable 
help in developing greater efficiency 
in this work, 


PERCENTAGES IN CONSERVATION 


Emphasizing the importance of conservation 
to California, Regional Forester Perry Ae 
Thompson of the U.S.Forest Service, stated 
recently that the one-fifth of California 
in the national forests supplies half the 
State's water supply, 92% of its hydro- 
electric power, forage for 6% of its 
cattle and sheep, a habitat for game and 
fish, and cutdoor recreation for five 
million or more people annually, 

"The future of California needs two | 
water conduits for every one we now have; 
two trees where one grew before; two 
blades of grass where there is now but 
cne," asserted Mr. Thompson, 
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WHICH ROCK CREEK DO YOU PREFER? 


There has been some confusion over the 
Rock Creek of the Burro Trip, and the 
Base Camp Rock Creek. _ They are not 

the same Rock Creek. (This is one of 
the reasons botanists prefer latin names 
to common names=-then there is no cone 
fusion, ) 

The Burro Trips will be based at the 
Rock Creek near ifono Recesses and the 
Little Lakes Valley region. (North of 
Bishop on the east side of the Sierra.) 
The upper Rock Creek of the Base Campers 
is far to the south--in from Lone Pine, 
south of Mt. Whitney--a high beautiful 
spot. 

Is it clear now?--or shall we call 
one Rock Creek liono-ensis and the other 
Rock Creek Mitrebasinensis?? 
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ALICE ON FLORA 


Now that the spring flowers and shrubs on 
Tamalpais are beginning to bloom, it 
would be well for those who’ have a copy 
of Alice Eastwood's booklet, "A Collece 
tion of Popular Articles on the Flora of 
Tamalpais", to carry it on hikes. To 
know the names of flowers along the trail 
adds to one's enjoyment of the mountain. 
The book can be purchased at Mountain 
Home, or at the Academy of Sciences in 
Golden Gate Park. 
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At the urgent request of his reader (sic) 
your columnist foregoes his semiemonthly 
moans about lack of library help and 
comes forth with a little information 
about recent club acquisitions, 

Sierran ski-mountaineers will be inter- 
ested in a series of articles just pre- 
sented to the Club by their author, 

Dre J. BE. Church, Director of lft, Rose 
Weather Observatory and Meteorologist of 
the Nevada Agricultural Experiment Sta- 
tione : 

Dr. Church, an honorary life member of 
the Sierra Club, has given the Club his 
series of reprints from The Scientific 
Monthly entitled "The Human Side of 
Snow", The sub-titles are "Saga of the 
It. Rose Observatory", "Sport and Trans- 
port", "Perennial Snow and Glaciers", 
and "Snow Perils and Avalanches", 

Also included in his gift are his 
series of Meteorological Studies, re- 
printed from the Reports of the Green- 
land Expeditions of the University of 
Michigan. 

These valuable accessions are being 
bound and will be available for refer-~ 
ence use in the near future, 

American Ski Annual has changed from 
a true annual to a four-times-a-year 
publication. Thus, in addition to the 
usual annual number which reached the 
Club early this winter, a much less pre- 
tentious January issue has just arrived, 
This number is the convention issue and 
is concerned principally with committee 
reports and the like. 

Speaking of the American Ski Annual, 
does anyone know the whereabouts of the 
Library's copies of this publication, 
from the 1941 to the’ 1945 issues? All 
are’ bound in buckram, with gold letter- 
ing, and the Sierra Club- name is in- 
cluded theréon. If you took them from 
the Library, no doubt by mistake, please 
bring them back. It is almost impossible 
to replace them, due to the many changes 
in publishers and so forth. 


Yodeler notes with regret the recent 
death of Lt, Col. Albert W. Stevens, an 
honorary life member of the Sierra Club, 
Noted.as an aerial photographer and 
holder of the world's altitude record for 
lighter-than-air craft, Col, Stevens 
retired from the Army in 1942, He 

is survived by his wife..- ‘ 
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EVEN THE ALUM WAS ROCKING 


Propitious circumstances in the form of . 
heavenly weather, easy mileage, a not 
too rugged trail, and able leadership 
conspired to make last Sunday's hike one 
of this season's more memorable, A vere 
itable mob, 139 strong, representing mem= 
bers of the U. C. Hiking Club as well as 
our own, journeyed by bus to Alum Rock 
Park east of San Jose. 

After a casual inspection of the avi- 
ary and deer paddock, the crowd started 
up the trail past the sulfur and soda 
springs, Murietta's Cave, and on to the 
spectacular Jain Falls in the canyon 
below Cherry Flat Reservoir. More easy 
hiking, enlivened by a bit of rock 
leaping in mid-stream, brought the party 
to the lunch spot at South Falls with 
its lovely little shallow pool, This 
latter proved too tempting to some, 
notably a young lady of the Bear contine 
gent, who removed her shoes to go wading 
and never got around to putting them on 
for the rest of the trip. 

When all’lunches had been thoroughly 
demolished, the steep cliff trail was 
negotiated, at the top of which one's 
endeavors were amply rewarded by a 
charming view out over the valley bask- 
ing in the afternoon sunshine. “hile 
the majority of the crowd was busy pate 
ronizing the local ice creem parlor, 
which in this case was to be found on 
the Park grounds at the starting point 
of the hike, the two leaders, Richard 
Bower and ifyron Rapp, availed themselves 
of the opportunity to climb Alum Rock 
itself. 

Those with a weather eye out for ine 
teresting flora and fauna report that 
spring wild flowers in bloom included 
Brodeia, lupine, buttercups, shooting 
stars, and blue-eyed grass, not to men- 
tion (if one must) the ever present poi- 
son oak and nettles. 

The ascount would not be complete 
without mention of the able rear leader- 
ship provided by Phyllis Young of U. Ce 
H.C. and Othel Goff of the Sierra Club. 

--155 
SIERRA CLUB PICTURES 

The Educational Committee is presenting 
two programs in April. The first is 
described on page 1. The second will be 
given in Berkeley on April 27. Following 
the regular East Bay Dinner at Whittier 
School, Fritz Baldauf will show his fine 
collection of Kodachromes of the Sierra. 
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OPEN HOUSE DAY OW ANGEL ISLAND 


San Franciscans have all seen Angel Ise 
land-«from the city--but few have ever had 
the opportunity to set foot on it. Now an 
"Open House Day for Angel Island" has been 
planned by the Citizens' Committee of San 
Francisco for April 24. Excursion boats 
will leave Fisherments Wharf from 9 AM ons 
the trip takes 18 minutes and the round 
trip fare will be 50¢ for adults and 25¢ 
for children, i 

The yacht season opens on this day, and 
a parade of hundreds of small boats will 
circle the island to the East Garrison 
section, where the public visitors will 
land, Many of the buildings and facili- 
ties will be open to visitors, and Grey- 
hound buses with tour guides will be 
available for a sixemile trip around the 
island (at a small charge). 

See your daily papers for details. 


DESCENT INTC PINE CANYON 


The hike started from a point 24 miles 
beyond Walnut Creek. It was a beautiful 
spring day and Mother Nature did not have 
sufficient time to absorb all the rain- 
fall from the day before. Result: Some 
of that mid that we plodded through was 
just a bit sticky. 

Just before the group descended into 
Pine Canyon we were presented with a 
view that was very impressive--the sand 
stone cliffs, the green hills, and the 
various color formations. 

Al Schmitz led the group up a steep 
sandstone formation where everyone en- 
joyed a wonderful view of Pine Canyon 
and the surrounding country. Bob Castle 
experienced difficulty with his knee 
whereupon Dave Stearns graciously of- 
fered to walk back to his car and drive 
to a point close at hand. j 

Upon returning to Walnut Creek, every- 
one had a thirst so one! of the milk bars 
did a very rushing business. 

~-Bill Sattler 


# # it # # 

ROPE UP FOR THE ANNUAL RCS DINNER DANCEY 
Tie in for an Evening of Fun and Frolic! 
Test Your Balance Technique on the 

Dance Floor}! 


' HELNICK 'S~-800-3rd Avenue in Oakland-~ 


April 16, at seven o'clock, 
$3.00 per person 

For reservations call BErkeley 7-683) 
(Deadline is April 7) 


on Saturday, 
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PACKRATS, ATTENTION! 
There is a change in the arrangements for 
the Knapsack Trip to Jackson Camp in Los 
Padres National Forest, April 16-17. In-~ 
stead of leaving the Bay Area Friday 
night, cars should leave early Saturday 
morning (by six, it is Suggested), and 
meet at ten o'clock at the highway marker 
pointing to Palo Colorado Canyon about 12 
miles south of Carmel, 

Commissary will be handled by individual 
car groups. Bring a grate or sheet of tin 
to cook over, as there is only one stove 
at Jackson Camp, 

A reminder-~this trip is for experienced 
knapsack-hikers only. 

For further information telephone the 
leader, Helene Glass, at UNderhili 1-228, 


Extension 63 (days only). 


CARSON IN REVERSE 


Take a look at your schedule for details 
of the Big and Little Carson hike on 
April 10. The route has been varied and 
will afford opporturiity to visit both 
falls, which should be at their beautiful 
best after the recent "almost normal"! 
rainfall, This is a special trip, to 
country we visit only about once a year, 
and shouldn't be missed if you're ready 
for a l-mile hike. 


THE PARTY LIVE 


Legend hath it that March goes out like 

a lamb; but not for Sierrans--at least 

the happy crowd which came to the April 
Fool's party last Thursday at Stern Grove 
Sent March out with a roar. There were 
foolish games to take us back to our 
childhood, and an appropriately disheveled 
witch to tell our fortunes--and what for- 
tunes they were! There was dancing and 
more dancing, both folk and ballroom. And 
last but not least, eats and drinks, Many 
thanks to Melza Ballentijn and her conmite 
tee for a fine party} 


WILL THE GENTLEMAN who picked up the wrong 
coat at the April Fool's Party please ex- 
change it for his owm? Call Walt Ochse, 
TEmplebar 2-6390 (days) or GLencourt 1- 
6278 (evenings), 


WELCOME THIS SPRING by dancing with the 
Contra Costa Hills Club on Friday, April 
22, at Norway Hall, 3829 Piedmont Avenue, 
Oakland (short walk from "cn line). Ad- 
mission $1.00 per person. Modern and 
folk dancing will begin at 8:30 Phi. 


THEY CALL THIS A "LOCAL WALK"! 


The lure of spring sunshine and lush 
green hills brought 69 Sierrans out for 
a week end in the Sutter Buttes. These 
buttes, though only eight by eight miles, 
roved to be rugged and steep, and pro- 
vided quite a work-out. We camped High 
Trip style in a canyon at the base of 
South Butte, beside a burbling brook 
almost worthy of the Sierra, with the dis- 
tance upstream from the cars dependent 
on the exclusiveness of each group and 
the amount of brawn it displayed. 

A group of eager beavers climbed South 
Butte (2132 breath-consuming feet) for 
a fine view of the Sacramento Valley, 
the rugged brush-covered buttes and the 
flooded by=passes of the Sacramento River. 
There was also a hazy view of the snow- 
covered Sierra crest and what could have 
been Mt. Lassen. aaraik | 

Sunday the more hardy started off to 
climb North Butte, some five miles away 
as the crow flies—but we weren't crows, 
and owing to the leader's having scouted 
the trip only by observation from South 
Butte, most of us descended the canyon 
when we should have stayed up on the 
ridge. We soon found it necessary to 
bushwhack up out of the canyon, and as 
there were 17 people in the group 17 dif- 
ferent routes were chcsen, so that the 
Buttes were fairly crawling with Sierrans 
yodeling one to another, We finally 
achieved a grassy hillside looking out 
over a lovely meadow to North Butte. 
There part of the group--we won't men- 
tion names--watched from a reclining 
position with glasses as the rest toiled 
upward, and,having vicariously labored 
with the others to the top, returned to 
camp not quite so tired. Secret Agent 
X51 reports to me that the climb was 
not too hard and far more interesting 
than the South Butte, with a rock scramble 
at the top. Great excitement greeted the 
finding of a Sierra Club register at the 
top, until it turned out that the "regis= 
ter" was a tin can with a piece of paper 
inside, which had been placed by Florence 
Richmond earlier in the day. 

Nearly all the campers brought back to 
the city tangible evidence of a fine 
week end in the form of sunburned noses 
and poison oak. ~-Helen Waterman 

2 ao: a 
FAIRFAX FOLK DANCERS invite all folk 
dance enthusiasts to their monthly par- 
ties on the last Tuesday of each month, 
at Fairfax Pavilion. Admission 50¢, 


